
Early Success, Continued Success 
25 Years of The Parent-Child Home Program In Brandon, Manitoba 

 
Lisa Giberson and Tai-Lee Kennedy participated in the Brandon, Manitoba 
Parent-Child Home Program from 1994 to 1996. A stay-at-home mom with 
three young children, Lisa had a friend in the program and was excited to 
become a participant herself. Tai-Lee was 3, Samantha, 5, and Kirk, 18 
months; it was difficult to find time to devote to one child, and was 
sometimes overwhelming to sit down to read to them.  

Lisa and Tai-Lee’s Home Visitor, Bonnie McAlpine, was a former parent 
participant in the Program. When her child graduated years before, Bonnie 
herself went through training and became a volunteer Home Visitor, giving 
back to the Program.  

Tai-Lee loved the books Bonnie brought; her favorites were Caps for Sale, 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, and Goodnight Moon, while the play-dough, memory game, and tea set were her favorites 
toys. Lisa learned to read in a different way, “not only the words, but 
describing reading”.  

Tai-Lee graduated from the Program and now loves school. She is in the 11th 
grade at Crocus Plains High School and is a devoted writer. When she 
graduates high school she plans to attend community college and study 
Automotive Technology.  

“The Parent-Child Home Program, I believe, has helped me reach my goals 
and made me proud to achieve the things that are important to me” says Tai-
Lee. “When Bonnie came to talk with me and play with me, it helped me to be 
confident. That confidence allowed me to walk into that classroom full of 
boys, in my pink shirt and flip-flops, and sit down. I am so glad I did.”  

Her younger brother, Kirk, who benefited from the Program’s books and toys, is now one of the top students in his class 
and loves math. Lisa remembers that while Tai-Lee was in the Program Kirk “loved to read the books, even though he 
couldn’t quite yet”.  

Lisa credits the Program with making all her children the avid readers they are today. As a young mom on a tight budget, 
the Program not only brought her the books and toys to help her children learn, it taught her to interact with them in a 
creative way.  

The Parent-Child Home Program 
The Parent-Child Home Program is a national, non-profit, evidence-based home visiting program that promotes school success and 
positive parenting skills. Trained Home Visitors work with families twice weekly over two years. Using age and culturally appropriate 
books and educational toys, which remain in the home as gifts to the family, the Home Visitors model reading, play, and 
conversation activities. The Program targets high-risk families facing significant obstacles to academic success, including: poverty, 
language barriers, limited parental education, low literacy levels, and geographic isolation. Sites also serve as a social service referral 
contact, linking families to other services as needed. The National Center, located in Garden City, NY, oversees replication sites in 
over 150 communities in the United States and international sites in Bermuda, Canada and Ireland. 
 
The Parent-Child Home Program, Canada (Brandon, Manitoba) 
The Parent-Child Home Program, Brandon, Manitoba, began in 1984, serving 13 families. Using volunteer Home Visitors, it serves an 
average of 20 families a year. It is now an integral part of the early education services offered by Child and Family Services (CFS) of 
Western Manitoba. The Brandon site is funded through the CFS of Western Manitoba Foundation, which raises funds in the 
community and has received generous grants from the Royal Bank of Canada and the Literacy for Life Foundation.  

Tai-Lee and Bonnie reunite at the Brandon 25th 
Anniversary Celebration in 2009 

Lisa, Tai-Lee and their Home Visitor, Bonnie 
(right), celebrate completing the Program in 1996 


